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3 Grammar « First conditional

First conditional sentences describe real possibilities. Use the present
tense in the if clause (the condition). Use will in the main clause.

If we take public transportation, we'll save money.

If we take public transportation, we won't get stressed out.

Air pollution will get worse if we don't reduce the number of cars.

Use modals such as may, might, or could in the main clause when you're
less certain about the results.

If air pollution gets worse, more people may get sick.

If you don't fix your leaky faucet, you might get a high water bill.

You could spend money on other things if you grow your own food.

A Write first conditional sentences with the two clauses. Then compare
with a partner.

1. you'll use 60 percent less energy / you replace your r

egular lightbulbs with CFLs
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2. you pay your bills enline / you'll use less pape

AL

3. we fix our leaky faucets [ we'll save water

4, there won't be much air pollution | everyone uses hybrid cars

5. you use a clothesline [/ other people may start to do the same

6. we use rechargeable batteries [ we could save a lot of money

B Pair work What else will or may happen for each condition in Part A7
Discuss your ideas.

A: What else will happen if you replace your regular lightbulbs with CFLs?
B: If | replace my regular (ightbulbs with CFLs, 1'll have cheaper electric bills.

4l Speaking Around the circle

A write a sentence about what will happen if you change a habit to become greener.
If | grow my own food, | will eat better,

B Group worl Sitin a circle. Go around the circle and share your ideas. Repeat
your classmates’ main clauses as conditions, and add new ideas,

A: If 1 grow my own food, | will eat better.
B: If you eat better, you will feel healthier.
C: If you feel heaithier, you won't need to go to the doctor very aften.

5 Keep talking!
Go to page 140 for more practice. I can talk about future possibilities. a
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