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 It's not the first time this has happened. Last year, the boy told his mom he was going to disappear for three days. But when it
was time to leave, he just walked out the front door and never came back. Josie Lillis, the boy's mom, was sitting at her kitchen
table the night he vanished. When her phone rang, she looked at the screen. It was her son, 10-year-old Ethan, who had stepped
into a closet and not come out. The last thing she had heard was his voice on the answering machine: "I'm in the closet. I love

you." The week before that, when Ethan was nine, he had disappeared for a month. When he came home he didn't speak. When
he went to bed, he wouldn't come out of the closet. Back then, his mother was scared, but she also had no idea how to get help.

She ended up leaving her family, moving to Vermont to care for Ethan. She told us she's now a single mother of a boy who
seems on the verge of disappearing. A boy who will be 10 next month. Back then, her son was a teenager in his own mind. She

says he had trouble communicating with other kids. He refused to wear school uniforms. He wore the same pair of jeans
everyday. She says in those days, Ethan would just disappear. And this time, she didn't have any idea what was going on. "There
was no plan," she said. "There was no plan. You just hope that he'll grow out of it." It's not hard to understand. We told her that
Ethan's life had changed. His mom was worried. He had a girlfriend. He had two new friends. What had he told them about his

past? How many of these vanishing episodes had he told them about? When he vanished, he didn't tell his mother. The first time
she knew, she was at a friend's house. When she called Ethan, he said he was at a friend's house and hung up. She says if he tells
them, they will start telling her too. And then she would have to tell him and he would never stop. To find out more, we went to
see Ethan and his friends, who live in the same town where Ethan was taken. Their names have been changed to protect their

privacy. Paul is 82157476af
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